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Spy Trial Jurors Ask Clarifications 


By Jane Seaberry 

Washington Post Staff Writer 

The jury An the Vietnamese espio- 
nage trial in Alexandria interrupted 
its deliberations yesterday to ask the 
judge if Ronald Humphrey would 
have to know that David Truong was 
a Vietnamese agent in order to aid 
and abet Truong in any alleged espio- 
nage plot. 

Humphrey is the United States In- 
formation Agency employe who is ac- 
cused of stealing cables and giving 
them to Truong in what Humphrey 
said was an effort to improve rela- 
tions with Vietnam and get his com- 
mon-law wife out of that country. 

’truong, a Vietnamese expatriate 
whose father once was a peace candi- 
date against Nguyen Van Thieu, is ac- 
cused of passing the cables through a 
cotirier — who testified she was a gov- 
ernment agent-— to Communist offi* 
qJaWn Paris. 

. j u d ge Albert V. Bryan answered 
**ylr^J o the jury’s question, which 
ea$te jju$jg the first day of delibera- 
tkjj&m the case. 

i recessed at 7:30 last night 

iUfl, planned to resume deliberations 


today on the charges that Humphrey 
and Truong committed espionage, con- 
spiracy and other crimes on behalf of 
Vietnam. 

Midway through deliberations yes- 
terday jury foreman Robert Charles- 
worth, a retired executive of the 
American Telephone and Telegraph 
Co. sent Bryan a note requesting clar- 
ification of four of the jury instruc- 
tions they received yesterday. 

In addition to the “aiding and abet- 
ting” question the jurors asked Bryan 
to define the terms “agent” and 
“representative” that are used in the 
indictment. A person who acts on 
behalf of a government with its au- 
thority is an agent, Bryan said. An 
agent and a representative of a for- 
eign government are the same, he 
said. 

Jurors also asked whether, the 
judge’s instructions given to the jury 
yesterday morning meant that the 
government had to show both an in- 
tent to injure the United States and 
aid a foreign nation on the part of 
Humphrey and Truong. Bryan said 
only one of the conditions had to be 
met. 


In another question the jurors 
asked for a definition of “national 
defense.” Humphrey and Truong are 
accused of attempting to injure the 
national defense. Bryan defined 
“national defense” as concerning 
military and naval operations and 
other activities related to the national 
defense. 

The relationship must be direct 
and not strained, Bryan said. It is up 
to the jury to determine whether the 
documents allegedly passed to the 
Communists by Humphrey and Tru- 
ong relate to the national defense. 

Earlier yesterday one of Truong’s 
attorneys, Marvin D. Miller, filed pa- 
pers in court requesting that the gov- 
ernment pay for two cocktails or 
drinks per juror at the end of each 
day of deliberations. 

The reason for the request, he said, 
was that the juror “ought to be per- 
mitted to live as comfortable as pos- 
sible during the course of their de- 
liberations . . . The Volstead Act has 
been repealed and . . . Virginia is hd 
longer a dry state.” 
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